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                    SPOKANE FALLS COMMUNITY COLLEGE
                                    SYLLABUS FALL 2004

Course.  DEVELOPMENTAL PSYCHOLOGY:
Credits:  (5) Course # 210 – Meets Daily 11:30 – 12:20.
Instructor:  Karl-Erik Andreasson, Ph.D

Office:   Bldg. #14 – Room 110

Phone:   509-533-3613

E-mail:  karla@spokanefalls.edu
   Text:  Rathus, S.  Voyages, Childhood & Adolescence, 2003. Wadsworth.
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
This course is designed to provide students with an overview of the various topics, issues, and controversies covering life span development. This will include both theoretical orientations and the various issues surrounding early childhood, middle childhood, adolescent, adulthood, and issues around aging. Aspects of human sexuality as it may apply to these stages will be incorporated. The course is organized in a topical format. We can select the more important issues as class interest requires.
     This course will be very helpful for students seeking to deepen their understanding and appreciation for the many complexities of human behavior and interaction amongst the sexes. Those students going into the field of early childhood development, counseling, daycare work, nursing, social work, and advanced studies in psychology, will find this course particularly useful.

     A prerequisite for this course is either introduction to psychology or a strong background in the social sciences. Strong reading skills, responsible attendance, along with good study skill/habits is strongly suggested! In my classes, I stress active participation and class discussions amongst students. This means that you must consistently keep up with all of your readings assignments and be prepared to participate in your won learning.
Instructional Methods Employed: 

Students will attend lectures, assigned readings in the text, actively participate in class discussions, demonstrations, and group related exercises and projects as required. There will be outside internet and/or journal research required for this class. In addition to the above, there will films, outside projects, examinations, and a final paper.

Reference, Resource, or Learning Materials to be used by Students:


An acceptable text will be used (see format). Students will also be asked to evaluate articles both from the text, the internet, and journals, which are in the library.
Course Schedule:  Class schedule will be handed out during second week of class.

General Goals and Objectives of Lifespan Developmental Psychology: 
At the completion of this course, students will, in varying degrees:

(1)  Learn and gain mastery over the basic research findings, terminology, and
       theories important in the various stages of lifespan development.

(2)  Develop understanding, skills and techniques for analyzing human behavior.

(3)  Gain a basic understanding of cognitive and social development across the
       lifespan.

(4)  Gain a basic understanding of the role of nutrition, family, school, and
       environmental impacts as these relate to childhood development.

(5)  Analyze current issues and controversies in the New Millennium as these
       impact on developmental and social issues within our culture.

(6)  Become familiar with “diversity” issues and identity stages within the field of
       developmental psychology.

(7)  Be able to describe the developing person at different periods I the lifespan.

(8)  Be familiar with the various developmental theories and key figures in the
       field.

(9)  Be able to increase awareness of social and cultural trends as these may affect
developmental issues.
(10) Gain insight and appreciation of people of all ages, cultures, and religions.
(11) Apply the knowledge gains in this course to your life and family.
(12) Understand impact of adulthood, aging, death and dying.

Specific Abilities of a Spokane Falls Community College Graduate:  

In addition to the General Educational Abilities listed, SFCC faculty and administrators identified four abilities that are vital to graduate’s success:” Analysis/Problem-solving, Communications, Responsibility and World Views.

1. be able to access, evaluate and apply information from a variety of sources and in a variety of contexts;

2. make connections that create meaning between themselves and their audience; learn to speak, read, write and listen effectively using words, graphics, electronic media, computers and quantified data;

3. assume responsibility for their actions; demonstrate an awareness and appreciation of the world; its scientific complexity, its social diversity, and its artistic variety.

4. demonstrate an awareness and appreciation of the world; its scientific complexity, it’s social diversity and its artistic variety.

General Educational Abilities: General Education at SFCC is defined as a series of learning experiences designed to provide you with the knowledge, skills, and attitudes necessary for you to function well in society. It provides a framework for understanding, interpreting, and evaluating what you encounter in the world. The general educational framework is expressed in terms of eight “abilities” that contribute to your development in becoming active, productive, and personally fulfilled members of society. And, perhaps getting in touch with “your bliss.” This class will address the following:

1.   CRITICAL/CREATIVE THINKING & PROBLEM SOLVING:

     Student analyzes and evaluates information and arguments, and constructs a well-supported hypothesis or thesis. Student selects or designs appropriate framework for strategies to solve problems in multiple contexts individually or as a group.

2.   HISTORICAL, CULTURAL & GLOBAL AWARENESS:
     Student demonstrates a basic understanding of key ideas, achievements, issues, diverse cultural views and events, multicultural awareness, and the impact these have on our everyday lives, as well as local and national, and international events.

3.   SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY & CITIZENSHIP:

     Student demonstrates awareness of the relationship(s) that exist between an individual and the various social groups and/or private/public institutions, the nature of these relationships, and the responsibilities and consequences that result from changes in these relationships.

*ATTENDANCE: 

 It’s required! Attendance will have an impact on your final grade [as will idle classroom “side-talking].”  Classroom interaction is essential for learning; by being absent, you are missing many essentials of the college experience. “Being absent” also includes, sleeping during class and doing other assignments during our class time! You are allowed FOUR unexcused absences in my class. With exception of exam dates and team presentation dates given in class, you may take these unexcused absences as you see fit. During the winter quarter some allowances may be made for weather conditions. Absences beyond the four allowed will result in 5 points subtracted from your final grade for each absence! Legally written medial and/or funeral documents will be respected.  In essence, your final grade will be affected by absences!

CLASSROOM BEHAVIOR:  

I am interested in you as a person and will take allotted time to talk with you as needed. However, I refuse to accept the burdens of your past and excuses for the present. Grades are not based on  need or wish-fulfillment!  Each class and each student is different; I hold no preconceived ideas about what grades and/or performance you’ve held in the past. Everyone starts off Fresh!  I expect in addition, for each student to display professional manners, attitude, consideration for others in the classroom, and a responsibility for your own learning. Social “side talking” in class is not tolerated and it will affect your final grade. Violating basic rules of classroom behavior conduct will not be tolerated. If you are unable to control your classroom behavior or conduct yourself in a suitable manner, you will be dropped from class. I further expect that all students shall make an attempt to be on time.  Frequent lateness to the classroom is disruptive to the entire class. Several lateness’s will count as an absence. Please make every attempt to be on time.
MAKE UP EXAMINATIONS: Don’t miss exam dates! A schedule will be given out during the second week of class listing all dates and topics. Any make-ups [given at the discretion of the instructor], will have a higher level of difficulty. For those with a legal and medically excused absence, I will work out a satisfactory arrangement for both you and me. You will not receive an “F.” It is in your best interest to be responsible about the examination schedule. Furthermore, if you are not a very reliable, responsible individual, and you have difficulty with “time,” you probably would be better off taking another class. Also, please do not come to class unprepared!

     *In general, I never “Fail” students. Rather, they [the student(s)] make a choice to fail themselves!

SOME IMPORTANT SERVICES:
     Services available for students with disabilities:  DSS is a campus program for students with disabilities. DSS ensures that SFCC programs, services and facilities are accessible, as required by the American Disabilities Act (ADA). To discuss your situation in a confidential interview with a DSS staff member, please call:  509-533-4166 or 533-3838

· International Student Services: 533-8659 or 533-3844

· Counseling Center:  533-8622

· Multicultural Specialist: 533-3546

· Career Resource Center:  533-8123  or  533-8009

· Library Circulation Desk:  533-3805

· Off-Campus Library Services: 533-3806

WHAT WILL I NEED FOR TAKING MY EXAMS?                                                                                                **There will be THREE “Learning Checks” [exams] in this class. Each will carry a point value of (100). The third one will count as a Final. You will need (3) narrow scantrons [form 882-ES] for this class. Also, a #2 pencil. It’s wise to plan ahead! These can be purchased at the SFCC bookstore. It is wise to first mark the correct answer onto your exam paper. Then, review your responses. Afterwards, place the answers onto your Scantron using a #2 pencil. This way you do not have to make the attempt to erase your first choice.
 NOTES ON PAPER AND JOURNAL FORMATS:
     I will only accept neatly submitted work! That means, typed, cover page including the following: name, date, class time/school, and topic title. All papers must be stapled. Please do not ask me to accept work that fails to follow this guideline. If it’s worth doing, it’s worth doing well. You work usually reflects who you are! [my mother would lecture me on that one!].
MAILING ADDRESS:

Karl-Erik Andreasson, Ph.D

Spokane Falls Community College, MS 3410

3410 W. Fort George Wright Drive

Spokane, Washington  99224-5288

   Tel:  509-533-3613
                                                 GRADING SCALE:
500 to 463
A






100 – 92.5%

448 to 462
A-






89.5 – 92.4%

438 to 447
B+






87.5 – 89.4%

413 to 437
B






82.5 – 87.4%

398 to 412 
B-






79.5 – 82.4%

388 to 397
C+  






77.5 – 79.4%

363 to 387
C






72.5 – 77.4%

348 to 362
C-






69.5 – 72.4%

338 to 347
D+






67.5 – 69.4%

313 to 337
D






62.5 – 67.4%

297 to 312
D-






66.5 – 60.4%

298 & below    F                                                                               
59.5% & below [F]

                     Learning Check # 1:  Chap. 1 & 2.           =   50  points

                     Learning Check # 2:  Chap. 3, 5, & 7.      = 100  points

                     Learning Check # 3:  Chap. 10, 13, & 16 = 100  points

                    Attendance & Participation                        = 100  points

                   *Ongoing Weekly Seminar Presentations  =  150  points                
                                                                                            TOTAL: = 500

* Discussed during second week of class. Keep in mind that, in addition to your text, the “learning checks” may also include Instructor Lecture Notes taken in class.
                                                     Special note:
The general history of my teaching is that the overall majority of my students have done well. However, please keep in mind that the demands of college may be different for you. Taking into account your personal life circumstances, work schedule, family, children, love-life, and social/sports-life, you may want to plan ahead. I have found that students with good study and time management skills, responsible class attendance, motivation, and academic organizational skills, usually have a higher rate of success. During the first class or so, I will cover essential elements of the “SQ-4R” study method, “strategic note taking method,” and the “general study skill-habits” as suggested by class interest.
                           “THEN SAID A TEACHER, SPEAK TO US OF TEACHING.
AND HE SAID: IF HE IS INDEED WISE HE DOES NOT BID

YOU TO ENTER THE HOUSE OF HIS WISDOM, BUT RATHER

LEADS YOU TO THE THRESHOLD OF YOUR OWN MIND.”

                                                                ----Kahil Gibran, The Prophet
                  *DATES OF LEARNING CHECKS:
OCTOBER 14TH  -    Chapter’s 1 & 2:

NOVEMBER 11TH -  Chapter’s 3, 5, & 7:

DECEMBER _____ -  FINAL TO BE ANNOUNCED LATER.

· In the event of a take-home learning check, if you are not in class for the date due, it is your responsibility to get the exam to me by the Due Date! My mailing address is in the syllabus should you need this.

· If you miss an opportunity to take the exam when offered, you will need to do the following to request a “make-up.” Write a  paragraph explaining why you missed the exam, (2) the chapters of the exam, (3) which exam, and (4) why you should be given an opportunity to make up the exam. Please re-read the earlier section on Make-up Exams.
Oh…I almost forgot!  Unless you are a physician, nurse, fire fighter, or drug dealer [the latter case will warrant a call to the police department, PLEASE…extinguish the ringer on you CELL PHONES before coming into class. Special circumstances may warrant keeping your phone on – please check with the instructor on this.
Andreasson:   Developmental Psychology 210

After carefully reading the syllabus, please sign and return this paper to me during the following class. This will let me know that you fully understand the content and expectations of this class and are willing to abide by the guidelines there within. If you have additional questions regarding the content of this course, please feel free to address this to my attention and I will be happy to provide further clarification. This is due no later than Monday, September 27th. If completed earlier – that’s great too! (smile)
Date: September, _______,    Fall 2004, SFCC

Student Signature: __________________________________  [please write clearly].

Phone and E-mail:  ____________________________

                                ____________________________________
